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For more information about the Royal Opera House, to watch the 
extra features from this performance again and to explore 

our work further, visit www.roh.org.uk

our Cinema season is supported by bank of America merrill lynch. 
This collaboration enables the royal opera house to expand access to 
great performances of opera and ballet far beyond the current levels, 

enabling people to get direct contact with both live and recorded 
productions in their home towns, wherever that may be across the world.

Tweet your thoughts about tonight’s performance before it starts, 
during the intervals or afterwards with #rohalice

COMING TO CINEMaS SOON

verdi: Nabucco (delayed live) Monday 29 april 2013

rossini: La donna del lago Monday 27 May 2013

britten: Gloriana Monday 24 June 2013

aLICE’S
aDVENTURES IN
WONDERLaND

bAlleT IN Three ACTs
AlICe’s AdveNTures IN WoNderlANd Is dedICATed bY ChrIsTopher WheeldoN To dAme NINeTTe de vAloIs, 

fouNder of The roYAl bAlleT, Whose supporT ANd eNCourAgemeNT of NeW CreATIve voICes lIves oN

ChoreogrAphY chrIstopher wheeldon
musIC joby talbot

orChesTrATed bY chrIstopher austIn ANd joby talbot 

bY ArrANgemeNT WITh chester musIc lImIted

desIgNs bob crowley
sCeNArIo nIcholas wrIGht

lIghTINg desIgN natasha katz  
projeCTIoN desIgN jon drIscoll ANd Gemma carrInGton
orIgINAl souNd desIgN andrew bruce for autoGraph
AssIsTANT To The ChoreogrApher jacQuelIn barrett

bAlleT mAsTer chrIstopher saunders dANCe NoTATor anna treVIen

CoNduCTor daVId brIskIn

orchestra of the royal opera house
Co-CoNCerT mAsTer serGey leVItIn

dIreCTed for The sCreeN bY ross macGIbbon

lIve from The roYAl operA house
ThursdAY 28 mArCh 

AT 7.15pm

IN AssoCIATIoN 
WITh

Co-produCTIoN WITh 
The NATIoNAl bAlleT of CANAdA

ApproxImATe TImINgs

live cinema relay begins at 7.15pm  

feature Creating Alice
 Act I 47 minutes
 cinema interval 15 minutes 

feature A dance extravaganza
 Act II 29 minutes
 cinema interval 20 minutes 

feature The queen of hearts: A Tyrant in a Tutu
 Act III 45 minutes

The live relay will end at approximately 10.25pm

AlICe’s AdveNTures IN WoNderlANd Is 
AvAIlAble oN dvd ANd blu-rAY

or

As vIdeo doWNloAd/reNTAl from iTuNes 
search: ‘alice’s adventures fi lm’



THE STORY

ACT I

Oxford, 1862. At the Liddell family’s garden party, Lewis Carroll, a family friend, 
entertains three young sisters with a story and magic tricks. One of them, Alice, is 
friends with the gardener’s boy, Jack. He gives her a rose and she gives him a jam tart. 
But Alice’s mother accuses Jack of stealing it and dismisses him. As a curious variety of 
guests arrive Lewis Carroll consoles Alice. While taking her photograph he disappears 
beneath the camera cloth and emerges as a White Rabbit, then vanishes into his camera-
bag. Alice follows and falls into a mysterious and wonderful world. Jack is the Knave of 
Hearts, accused of stealing a tray of tarts by the bad-tempered Queen of Hearts, whose 
guards pursue him relentlessly.

Alice spies a garden through a keyhole, but cannot reach it. She finds a drink that 
makes her shrink and a cake that makes her grow enormous. She swims in a lake of her 
own tears with a variety of strange creatures, and afterwards arranges a race to cheer 
them up. She encounters a Duchess in a cottage tending a baby (while a Cook makes pigs 
into sausages), fish- and frog-footmen and a mysterious Cheshire Cat. The White Rabbit 
and the Knave, worried for her safety, forbid her to follow them and blindfold her.

Interval

ACT II

Alice becomes even more confused when she asks the Cheshire Cat for directions, then 
finds herself at a bizarre tea party with a Mad Hatter, a March Hare and a sleepy 
Dormouse. She escapes, only to meet an exotic Caterpillar perched on a mushroom,  
who lifts her spirits and, before disappearing, gives her a piece of the mushroom.

At last she finds herself in the garden, full of strange and beautiful flowers and, to  
her delight, she finds the Knave. But the Queen is still in pursuit and the Knave escapes 
again, followed by the White Rabbit and Alice.

Interval

ACT IIi

Three gardeners are painting the rosebushes red, having mistakenly planted white ones, 
which the Queen hates. The Queen arrives and orders the gardeners to be executed. She 
shows off her dancing skills, then she and the Duchess begin a croquet game with 
flamingos for mallets and hedgehogs for balls. When she accuses the Queen of cheating, 
the Duchess is next to be ordered for execution.

The Knave is discovered and brought to the castle to face trial. All the colourful 
characters are witnesses and accuse the Knave as the trial descends into mayhem. His 
defence has little effect so Alice intervenes: he is innocent, she insists; if anyone is guilty, 
it is she. Together they deliver a final testimony winning the hearts of all but the Queen, 
who seizes an axe. A chase ensues.

With no escape in sight, Alice pushes a witness over. He falls on top of another, who 
then falls on another, until the entire court collapses: they’re only playing cards, after all.

And in the midst of the chaos, Alice awakes.

Nicholas Wright

Cast

	a lice	 sarah lamb 

	 jack/the knave of hearts	 federico bonelli

	lewis carroll/the white rabbit	 edward watson

	 mother/the queen of hearts	 zenaida yanowsky

	 father/the king of hearts	 christopher saunders

	 magician/the mad hatter	 STEVEN MCRAE

	 rajah/the caterpillar	 eric underwood

	t he duchess	 PHILIP MOSLEY 

	 vicar/the march hare	 RICARDO CERVERA

	 verger/the dormouse	 jaMES WILKIE

	t he cook	 KRISTEN MCNALLY

	 fisH-Footman	 LUDOVIC ONDIVIELA

	 frog-footman	 kenta kura

	 Alice’s sisters	 leanne cope,  

		  beatriz stix-brunell

	 butler/executioner	 KEVIN EMERTON

	t hree gardeners	 JAMES HAY,  

		  dawid trzensimiech, 

		  VALENTINO ZUCCHETTI

	w onderland characters	 artists of the royal ballet


