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prologue - The Christening

King Florestan XXIV and his Queen have invited all the fairies to be godmothers at the 
christening of their daughter, Princess Aurora. The fairies arrive with presents but the 
proceedings are interrupted by Carabosse, the Wicked Fairy. In her anger at not being 
invited she gives Aurora a spindle, saying that one day the Princess will prick her finger 
on it and die. The Lilac Fairy, who has yet to bestow her gift, promises that Aurora will not 
die but fall into a deep sleep, from which she will be woken by a prince’s kiss.

Short pause

Act I - The Spell

It is Princess Aurora’s 16th birthday and four princes come to vie for her hand in 
marriage. Three women are discovered by Cattalabutte to have knitting needles. He is 
horrified as all needles and pins have been banned from the castle, and King Florestan, 
in his fury, decrees that the women must die. The Queen pleads for mercy so the King 
relents. 

An old woman gives Aurora a spindle and, curious, she plays with it. Pricking her 
finger she falls in a dead faint. The old woman reveals herself to be Carabosse and after 
reminding everyone of her spell, vanishes. The Lilac Fairy appears and casts a spell of 
sleep over everyone and causes a thick forest to grow over the palace.

Interval

Act II - The Vision

One hundred years later, Prince Florimund is hunting in the forest with members of his 
court. A stag is sighted and the company pursue it, leaving the young Prince behind 
to dream pensively of an ideal love. The Lilac Fairy appears and shows him a vision of 
Princess Aurora. Florimund implores her to take him to where she sleeps. Outside the 
palace gates they are met by Carabosse, whom the Lilac Fairy repells. At last Prince 
Florimund awakens Princess Aurora with a kiss – the spell is broken and Carabosse  
is finally vanquished.

ACT III - The Wedding

Fairytale characters come to the wedding of Prince Florimund and Princess Aurora. They 
all join in the celebrations and the Lilac Fairy blesses the marriage. in association  

with



Cast

Having enjoyed them dancing The Sleeping Beauty, you can watch Lauren Cuthbertson 
and Sergei Polunin dancing Kenneth MacMillan’s ravishing Romeo and Juliet live from 

the Royal Opera House on 22 March 2012. For more information and for the full  
Royal Opera House Cinema Season, visit www.roh.org.uk/cinema

For more information about the Royal Opera House, visit www.roh.org.uk

Our cinema season is supported by Bank of America Merrill Lynch.  
This collaboration enables the Royal Opera House to expand access to great  

performances of opera and ballet far beyond the current levels, enabling people  
to get direct contact with both live and recorded productions in their home towns,  

wherever that may be across the world.

	 King Florestan XXIV	 GARY AVIS
	 His Queen	 GENESIA ROSATO
	 Princess Aurora 	 LAUREN CUTHBERTSON
	 prince florimund	 SERGEI POLUNIN
	C attalabutte (Master of Ceremonies)	 ALASTAIR MARRIOTT
	C arabosse	 KRISTEN MCNALLY
	L ilac Fairy	 CLAIRE CALVERT

      Prologue

	F airy of the Crystal Fountain	 YUHUI CHOE
	H er Cavalier	 JONATHAN WATKINS
	F airy of the Enchanted Garden	 BEATRIZ STIX-BRUNELL
	H er Cavalier	 ANDREJ USPENSKI
	F airy of the Woodland Glade	 FUMI KANEKO
	H er Cavalier	 dawid trzensimiech
	F airy of the Song Bird	 IOHNA LOOTS
	H er Cavalier	 BENNET GARTSIDE
	F airy of the Golden Vine	 EMMA MAGUIRE
	H er Cavalier	 ALEXANDER CAMPBELL
	L ilac Fairy’s Cavalier	 RYOICHI HIRANO
	L ilac Fairy’s attendants, 	 Artists of The Royal Ballet,
	C arabosse’s attendants,	 Students of The
	 courtiers, heralds	 Royal Ballet School

     ACT I

	T he ENGLISH Prince	 nehemiah kish
	T he French Prince	 JOHANNES STEPANEK 
	 The INDIAN Prince	 eric underwood
	 The Russian Prince	 andrej uspenski
	 Princess Aurora’s Friends	 OLIVIA COWLEY, MELISSA HAMILTON, 
		ELI  ZABETH HARROD, IOHNA LOOTS, 
		EMMA   MAGUIRE, SAMANTHA RAINE,
		LA  RA TURK, SABINA WESTCOMBE
		
	 Knitting women, Garland dancers,	 Artists of The Royal Ballet,
	 courtiers	 Students of 
		  The Royal Ballet SchooL

      ACT II

	 The Countess	 TARA-BRIGITTE BHAVNANI
	 Gallison	 PHILIP MOSLEY
	 The Prince’s entourage,	Art ists of The Royal Ballet,
	 hunt attendants, nymphs	 Students of 
		  The Royal Ballet School

With thanks to the Artistic Staff of The Royal Ballet  
and the Production Staff of the Royal Opera House

The Royal Ballet thanks the Theatre Museum and the Royal Opera House  
Collections for their invaluable help in realizing this production

Junior Associates and students of the Royal Ballet School appear by kind  
permission of the Director, Gailene Stock am

               ACT III

	 Florestan and his Sisters	 dawid trzensimiech, 
		EMMA   MAGUIRE, HIKARU KOBAYASHI
	 Puss-in-Boots and the White Cat	 PAUL KAY, ELIZABETH HARROD
	 Princess Florine and the Bluebird	 YUHUI CHOE, ALEXANDER CAMPBELL
	 Red Riding Hood and the Wolf	 SABINA WESTCOMBE, RYOICHI HIRANO
	 Grand pas de deux	 LAUREN CUTHBERTSON, SERGEI POLUNIN
	 Fairytale characters, 	 Artists of The Royal Ballet,
	 Fairy attendants, pages 	 Students of 
		  The Royal Ballet School

ADDITIONAL CHOREOGRAPHY
Prologue: Carabosse and Rats Anthony Dowell

Act I: Garland Dance Christopher Wheeldon
Act II: Aurora’s Variation, the Prince’s Variation Frederick Ashton

Act III: Florestan and his Sisters Frederick Ashton after Marius Petipa 
Polonaise and Mazurka Anthony Dowell assisted by Christopher Carr

apProximate timings

Feature: An Introduction to The Sleeping Beauty 

Prologue 33 minutes  

Feature: Building a Partnership – Lauren Cuthbertson and Sergei Polunin

Act I  31 minutes 

Interval 20 minutes

Acts II and III  70 minutes

The performance will end at approximately 10.25pm

This evening’s fanfare signalling when seats should be taken is composed by  
Bethany Reeves, from Putney High School, London.


